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the subject in general sorely needs criticism. It may be doubted,
indeed> whether all is well with the English system of Private
International Law. Instances are numerous in the last thirty
years in which the Courts have adopted some plausible prin-
ciple, without serious investigation of its merits and without
considering what the effect will be if it is applied to a case with
slightly different facts. There are other cases in which it is
difficult to extract the ratio deddendi.> or indeed any clear prin-
ciple, from the judgments. Private International Law, in fact,
presents a golden opportunity, perhaps the last opportunity,
for the judiciary to show that a homogeneous and scientifically
constructed body of law, suitable to the changing needs of
society, can be evolved without the aid of the legislature, and,
though the task must necessarily be performed by the judges,
there seems no reason why the jurist should stand aside in
cloistered inactivity.
The book contains no account of the law relating to British
nationality. This is a subject which should be dealt with solely
in works on Constitutional Law, for it clearly has little, if any,
connexion with Private International Law, Whether a person
is a national of a particular country is relevant, neither to the
question of choice of law, nor, it is submitted, for purposes of
jurisdiction.
It is with a genuine appreciation of the value of the help
afforded to me that I record my thanks to several colleagues
and friends. Mr. B. A, Wortley, LL.M., Reader in Law, Bir-
mingham University, has unstintingly placed his knowledge
and leisure at my disposal. He has read the text in typescript,
and has not only demonstrated inaccuracies and inconsisten-
cies but has made many constructive suggestions that I have
incorporated in the book to its improvement. It must not,
however, be taken that the text represents his views in every
particular, for there are several matters upon which he would
adopt sometimes a bolder, sometimes a more cautious, attitude.
Advice of inestimable value has been given to me by Mr. W. E.
Beckett, C.M.G., of the Foreign Office. He has read the part
of the book that deals with Family Law, and it is due to his
sagacity and learning that I have avoided some of the mis-
takes which it is so easy to commit in connexion with the law of
husband and wife. Moreover, lie has introduced me to several
decisions and authorities of which I was ignorant. Mr. J. G.
Foster, Fellow of All Souls, and All Souls Lecturer in Private
International Law, with great self-sacrifice, has made time in

